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Margaret Burgwyn 
Cooley Pearce ’79HS ’81C
Margaret Burgwyn Cooley Pearce 
’79HS ’81C received the 2016 Mazie 
Strickland Froelich ’51C Society Out-
standing Alumna Award during the 
Reunion Weekend luncheon, April 
30. Gwyn, as she is known by family, 
friends, and alumnae, grew up in Jack-
son, N.C. She was a four-year girl at 
Saint Mary’s and is a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill journalism school.  
While a high school student at Saint 
Mary’s, Gwyn served as a class offi cer 
and was a member of the mime troupe, 
the Undatettes, the Granddaughters 
Club, and the Beacon.  During her col-
lege years, she served as vice chair of 
the Judicial Board and as a hall coun-
selor, and was a member of the mime 
troupe, Scoop Group, and Granddaugh-
ters Club.
Gwyn will be the fi rst to say that after 
coming out of Northampton County, 
Saint Mary’s provided her opportunities 
that she would not have received if she 
had stayed at home for school. She says, 
“Saint Mary’s provided not only leader-
ship opportunities, but opportunities to 
travel, a wonderful education, and life-
long friends.” In 2007, when it was time 
for her daughter, Maggie Pearce ’11, to 
choose a high school, Gwyn wanted the 
same thing for her – opportunities, small 
classes, a great education, and more.  
Gwyn is proud to say that Saint Mary’s 
opened doors for Maggie and that her 
career interest was sparked during her 
COMPASS Leadership Development 
Program senior internship experience, 
when she worked at Frankie Lemmon 
School for children with special educa-
tional needs. Maggie is a special educa-
tion teacher in the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools. 

Gwyn has been a loyal volunteer at 
Saint Mary’s since she graduated. She 
has served on reunion planning commit-
tees and on host committees for regional 
events both in Raleigh and Nags Head.  
Gwyn joined the Parents Association 
(PA) during the 2007-2008 school year.  
She served on the PA executive commit-
tee and as president-elect, president, and 
past president through the 2012 school 
year. She also joined the auction com-
mittee, serving on various subcommit-
tees and as a co-chair of the 2009 auction 
gala. The auction galas raised more than 
$1.75 million over 15 years to help fund 
academic technology and programs that 
directly benefi ted the students. 
Gwyn’s reason for stepping up to serve 
Saint Mary’s was simple: “I volunteered 
because I loved my time as a student at 
Saint Mary’s and wanted to show appre-
ciation to the school which provided so 
much to me. It was my time to take care 
of Saint Mary’s.”  She also said Saint 
Mary’s is a “comfortable place to volun-
teer, and I enjoyed making new friends 
with other parents as well as other alum-
nae of all ages, not to mention, it was 
always fun.” 

Following her graduation from UNC, 
Gwyn worked in the North Carolina 
governor’s offi ce and for the Boards and 
Commissions. She also worked at the 
Triangle Business Journal for six years 
as an editor and reporter. Her commu-
nity involvement consists of serving 
on the board of Planned Parenthood, 
the Jamie Kirk Hahn Foundation, Joel 
Lane House, and the Women’s Center of 
North Carolina.  She is also a member 
of the Colonial Dames and served on the 
Rodin Art exhibition committee.
Gwyn is married to Gary Pearce, and 
they have two children – son James and 
daughter Maggie Pearce ’11, as well as 
a dog, Ringo.  Gwyn’s mother, Marga-
ret Burgwyn Cooley ’36HS ’38C; her 
daughter, Maggie Pearce ’11; and cous-
ins, Margaret Burgwyn ’65HS ’67C, 
Anna Burgwyn ’70C, and Jo Burgwyn 
Pratt ’58HS; are all alumnae. Gwyn en-
joys the beach, traveling, and making 
jewelry with her company, Stranded by 
Gwyn.
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