
CLASS NEWS 2016 MAZIE STRICKLAND FROELICH ’51C SOCIETY AWARD PROFILE

Hope Tyndall Hancock 
’74HS ’76C is 2016 
Distinguished Alumna
Hope Tyndall Hancock ’74HS ’76C says 
she is “hardwired to save the voiceless 
and innocent,” and that is a calling she 
has answered time and again throughout 
her life and professional career. Hope 
has devoted her life to helping others – 
both people and animals. 
After graduating from Saint Mary’s 
and the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, Hope began her career as 
marketing and publications manager for 
the North Carolina Department of Com-
merce – Travel and Tourism Division. 
Her next position brought her back to 
her beloved Saint Mary’s, as she served 
as director of admission from 1997-
2001, thoughtfully and successfully 
guiding our alma mater’s enrollment 
and admissions through the transition to 
all high school. She left Saint Mary’s in 
a strong position, moving on to answer 
a calling to help those in need. 
Hope says life changed when she ad-
opted a senior dog, Gracie. “This little 
dog came to me needing food and love 
and left with my heart,” says Hope. 
“I made a steadfast vow to defend the 
voiceless and innocent for the rest of 
my life – including animals, those at 
risk of hunger in North Carolina, and 
low-income children.” She became de-
velopment director for the Food Bank 
of Central and Eastern North Carolina, a 
regional nonprofi t committed to ending 
hunger in 34 North Carolina counties. 
She answered her next calling with the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of 
Animals (SPCA) of Wake County, as 
the longest serving executive director, 
from 2005-2013, where she raised mil-
lions of dollars in operating funds, built 
a national model spay/neuter clinic, ex-
panded animal rescue and animal wel-
fare consulting beyond Wake County, 

and led the SPCA to No-Kill
status, where all animals at 
the agency have adoption 
guarantee. When she felt she 
had achieved her goals at 
SPCA, Hope moved on to a 
new cause, to work as devel-
opment consultant with the 
Humane Alliance of Ashe-
ville, a national nonprofi t 
focused on ending compan-
ion animal overpopulation 
through veterinarian training and edu-
cation and establishment of spay/neuter 
clinics nationwide. 
She is currently the executive director 
for Community Music School, a school 
that changes the lives of low-income 
children through music education. 
Hope has been recognized by the New 
York Times for her work with Helping 
Horse Therapeutic Riding Program, by 
Triangle Business Journal for her lead-
ership and vision with the Food Bank, 
by Business Leader Magazine with a 
Women Extraordinaire Award and as one 
of nine eminent marketers in North Car-
olina, and by Boom! Magazine among 
their Fifty & Fabulous honorees. Hope 
is a member of the Association of Fun-
draising Professionals and the Women’s 
Forum of North Carolina, and has served 
on the steering committee of the Wake 
County Community Health Needs As-
sessment group, as an interview panelist 
with the UNC School of Government, 
and as treasurer of the North Carolina 
Association of Government Information 
Offi cers. She has volunteered and held 
volunteer leadership roles with the Wake 
County American Cancer Society; By 
His Hands, a nonprofi t devoted to ending 
homelessness in Wake County; Animal-
Kind, Inc.; Helping Horse Therapeutic 
Riding Program; the United States Spe-
cial Olympics Equestrian program; and 
the Humane Society of the United States, 
North Carolina State Advisory Council. 

Hope lives in Raleigh with her husband, 
Gerry Hancock, and they have opened 
their home to older, homeless animals. 
After losing their dog, Ellie, and cat, 
Davie, last year, they now have Alice, 
Tabasco, and Moose at home. Hope’s 
beloved rescue Quarter Horse, Beau, 
lives at a nearby barn and pasture. 
Hope credits Gerry for his support of 
her work. “Gerry Hancock deserves so 
much, if not most, of the credit for my 
nonprofi t work. He is truly the wind 
beneath my wings. He was so patient 
and supportive when I was heading up 
Helping Horse and AnimalKind. He was 
kind when I spent most of my time at 
the Food Band and, goodness knows, 
he covered the home front for my eight 
years and 20,000 animals rescued/saved 
at the SPCA.”
Hope, who says all she has ever done 
is follow her heart, has requested an 
epithet when she departs this life, “She 
lived for the underdogs of this world – 
both those on four and two feet.”
Mary Virginia Swain '77C
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