
 

 

Come on, babe, why don’t we paint the town, and all that Jazz! 

Dear Friends,  

I am thrilled to announce that next year, the Saint Mary’s Chorale has been invited to perform at ORCHESTRA 

HALL at SYMPHONY CENTER in Chicago!  Symphony Center is one of the most prestigious and well-known 

performing venues in the world. We will be singing at the Windy City Choral Festival directed by Z. Randall Stroope, 

one of the most sought-after conductors and composers of the 21st century.  Our Chorale sings at least one of his works 

every year, and the pieces are always among the group’s favorites.  Throughout this year, I collected recordings of the 

Chorale showcasing our talent and breadth of style and sent them to Music Celebrations International, a company that 

coordinates choirs from around the world to perform across the globe. I was overjoyed when I received the call asking us 

to be a part of this amazing festival! 

The singers will be in workshops and rehearsals with other invited choirs roughly four hours each day, culminating in a 

sold-out performance in Orchestra Hall.  In between rehearsals, students will visit museums, attend a musical or opera, 

and experience Chicago’s unique art scene!  This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for our girls, and I am so proud of 

their commitment to their art.   

We will fly to Chicago March 7 and be in the city through March 11, 2018. While the trip is not required for Chorale, 

I encourage any student who sings in Chorale during the 2017-2018 school year to attend. The trip is considered an 

educational travel experience, and we are honored to bring the highest level of choral music to the Symphony Center. 

Because of the trip’s overall focus on arts education, it is also open to members of Saint Mary’s International 

Thespian Society (ITS), students enrolled in 2017-2018 theatre courses and/or students involved in one of our two 

theatrical productions. Our thespians will attend workshops and tour Chicago theatres while Chorale is in rehearsal. 

Families, too, are encouraged to join us on this adventure. We would love to have you with us at the performance and as 

we tour Chicago.   

We will arrive in Chicago knowing the music, which means Chorale will be rehearsing throughout the 2017-2018 school 

year and periodically sending recordings of our progress to the concert conductors.  Some rehearsals will be during 

Chorale class, others will be outside of class. When I have a final list of participants, I will schedule rehearsals around 

other activities as much as possible.  Rehearsal attendance will be mandatory, and the girls will sign a contract committing 

them to the process.  

The Windy City Choral Festival arts experience will cost between $1,500-$1,700, and includes everything except one 

meal a day, a show ticket (TBA), and spending money.  Girls must register for the trip by September 20, 2017.  A bi-

monthly payment schedule will be available.   

This is one of the most exciting things I can imagine doing with our girls. They give more than 100 percent to every 

artistic endeavor, and they have earned this amazing opportunity.  They enrich the lives of everyone who is fortunate 

enough to hear and see them perform, and I can’t wait for them to be heard on an international stage.  

Please email me if you have any questions, or you just want to celebrate this opportunity with me!  It is my true joy to 

work with our girls.  They are my inspiration and my life’s blessing.  I thank you all for supporting them as they grow into 

wonderful, creative citizens of our world.  

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Moran 

Chorale Director 

mailto:jmoran@sms.edu

