
 
 

  

 
 
 

Saint Mary’s School in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
March 16-March 25, 2017 

 
Program Highlights 

 Experience the culture of Ethiopia through opportunities that give insight into typical daily 
life in Addis Ababa 

 Explore the economic hub of a developing country, as well as areas outside of the city that 
showcase the natural beauty of the country 

 Collaborate with partners to assist in serving men, women, and children of the city in a 
variety of ways 

 Learn how different organizations throughout the country are working to serve and teach 

women valuable, practical skills, while also empowering them to be leaders, to ensure a 
better future 

 Organized and hosted by Cherokee Gives Back, a philanthropic outreach programthat 
works to improve the lives of individuals and communities from around the world through 

a variety of social, environmental and economic development initiatives 
 

Program Details 
Length: 10 days 
Dates: Thursday, March 16 – Saturday, March 25, 2017 (Spring Break) 

Group Size: 10 students and three adults  
Estimated Cost: approximately $3,000 based on airfare 

Cost includes: 

 round trip airfare 

 travel visa 

 overnight stays at the Cherokee House 

 all meals 

 on-ground transportation 

 on-site program facilitator  

 on-site guides 

 all activities, excursions, and experiences 

 emergency medical travel insurance (this may become an additional expense – estimated 

at less than $30) 
Cost does not include: 

 pre-trip immunizations 

 personal expenses like souvenirs 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 
 
 
 
Ethiopia is a country often overlooked and underappreciated by the rest of the world.  Perceived as a dry, 
hot land of constant famine and poverty, and feared as a part of war-torn Africa, many are blind to this 
treasure trove of cultural, historical, political, and economic significance.  Our program is designed to 
challenge students' understanding of poverty as they witness the financially poor in a culturally rich and  
proud setting.  Students will also discuss privilege, service and generosity, and how their experiences in 
Ethiopia can shape how they live their lives in a complex, diverse world. 

 

Day General Itinerary Theme 

1 Airport pick up; Orientation: Ethiopian food, language, greetings, 
money, cross-cultural skills 

Cultural Immersion 
(orientation) 

2 Intro to Ethiopian history in the morning; Cooking lesson and 
coffee ceremony 

Cultural Immersion  

3 Attend an international church in the morning; play with children 
at an orphanage in the afternoon; traditional dancing and dinner in 
the evening 

Cultural Immersion and 
Service 

4 Serve lunch at Hope Enterprise's soup kitchen for women & 
children; Berhan Yehun after-school program for children in the 
dump area of the city 

Cultural Immersion and 
Service 

5 Watch documentary on fistula; visit Desta Minder recovery 
facility for fistula patients; visit school or non-profit – service 
opportunity 

Women 

6 Traditional dance lessons; serve lunch at soup kitchen; after-
school program 

Cultural Immersion and 
Service 

7 Trip into countryside to see waterfall and canyon at Debre Libanos Cultural Immersion 
8 Visit Destiny Academy, a school for underprivileged children that 

was founded and is run by a woman; after-school program 
Cultural Immersion. 
Women and Service 

9 Visit Salem's Designs, a woman-owned business supporting local 
artisans; souvenir shopping; pack and to airport 

Women 

 

Themes    
Cultural Immersion: As the only country in Africa that was never colonized, Ethiopia has retained its vast 
history and culture.  It also has one of the fastest growing economies in the world and, as home to the 
African Union, is considered the capital of Africa. Students will get to experience a range of cultural 
activities as well as orientation to cultural sensitivity and cross-cultural communication to enhance their 
understanding of Ethiopia in particular and global living in general. 
 
Service: Students will be able to take their trip to a deeper level by engaging with local organizations, 
including an orphanage, soup kitchen, and after-school program for children living around the city landfill.   
They will be serving Ethiopians, with Ethiopians.  These connections are strengthened by multiple visits 
and give the students more insight into the needs of the country and the daily lives of many.   
 
Women: Part of Ethiopia's cultural heritage is a patriarchal system that tends to dismiss women as second 
class citizens.  Students will have the opportunity to learn more about the issues facing women in many 
developing countries, including obstetric fistula and carrying fuel wood. They will also visit projects 
designed to educate and improve conditions for women, and they will meet with two businesswomen who 
are leading change through education and job creation. 


