
 
1842-2017 

Timeline of Major Milestones 
 

1842:    

 On May 12, the Rev. Aldert Smedes, an Episcopal priest, opens the doors of Saint Mary’s 

School on the site of the North Carolina Episcopal School for Boys, which existed from 

1834-1838. The doors to Saint Mary’s have been opened continuously during every year 

since.   

 

1862:   

 Robert E. Lee enrolls his favorite daughter, Mildred, at Saint Mary’s, where he believes 

she will be safe during the Civil War.  Saint Mary’s is one of the few schools to remain 

open throughout the war and is a safe haven for the relatives of both Union and 

Confederate generals and the family of Jefferson Davis.  

 

1865:   

 Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman’s Union troops camp on Saint Mary’s front lawn as the 

Civil War draws to an end. Sherman visits Saint Mary’s School to meet with the Rev. 

Aldert Smedes. 

 

1897:   

 The first board of trustees is established and begins control of Saint Mary’s School as 

directed by the school’s charter of 1897.   

 

1923:   

 The high school department is accredited by the Association of Colleges and Secondary 

Schools of the Southern States.  

 

1927:   

 Saint Mary’s is accredited as a junior college by the Association of Colleges and 

Secondary Schools of the Southern States. Saint Mary’s is called, unofficially, Saint 

Mary’s School and Junior College. 

 

1937-1938:   

 The board of trustees votes to drop the 9th- and 10th-grades, although a small 10th-grade 

class remains through 1946. 

 

1942:   

 Saint Mary’s celebrates its centennial year, marking a century of women’s education. 

 

1945:   

 The school’s charter is amended to officially change the name to Saint Mary’s School 

and Junior College. 



1954:   

 The school’s name is officially changed to Saint Mary’s Junior College. 

 

1970:   

 The first Associate in Arts degrees are awarded on the junior college level. 

 

1972:   

 The school’s name is officially changed to Saint Mary’s College. 

 

1992:   

 Saint Mary’s marks its sesquicentennial year, celebrating 150 years of continuous 

operation on its historic campus. 

 

1993:   

 Saint Mary’s brings back the 10th-grade program. 

 

1994:   

 Saint Mary’s revives the 9th-grade program. The school is called Saint Mary’s College 

and High School. 

 

1997:   

 The board of trustees votes unanimously to phase out the junior college program to focus 

all of the school’s efforts on excellence in education for girls at the high school level. The 

name reverts to the school’s original name, Saint Mary’s School. 

 

1998:  

 The final junior college class graduates. 

 

1998-99:  

 The first year functions completely as a high school only. Enrollment is 238.  

 

2000:  

 A national search is conducted for a new head of school, and Theo Wilkes Coonrod is 

named the 12th leader of Saint Mary’s. The installation of the new head of school is held 

November 8, in the Saint Mary’s Chapel followed by a celebratory luncheon in the Grove 

attended by hundreds. 

 

2006: 

 Ground is broken in February on the front campus revitalization project planned to 

restore and renew the school’s three original buildings, build a new athletic practice field 

and construct eight new town homes for faculty and staff. 

 Following a major renovation, historic East Rock, the first campus building constructed 

in 1834 with stones left over from construction of the state capitol, reopens as a 

technology center and business office. 

2007: 

 Enrollment for high school students reaches an all-time high to date at 294.  

 Historic Smedes Hall reopens in August after major renovation in time for the opening of 

school. A student center is added to the building. 



 Historic East and West Rocks are renovated, and East Rock reopens as a technology 

center and business office space after being shuttered for more than a decade.  

 Construction begins to complete the perimeter wall/fence surrounding and defining the 

campus for a new era of security for high school students. The original wall was named 

in honor of Alice McKenzie Ragland ’14 and Betty Johnson Ragland ’44HS, and the new 

extension and addition of security gates is the result of continued generous support of 

William Ragland and his children. 

 

2008: 

 Enrollment for the 2008-2009 school year reaches a new all-time high at 297 students. 

 

2012:   

 Head of School Theo Coonrod retires after 12 years of distinguished leadership of the 

school. 

 Monica M. Gillespie, Ph.D., is named the 13th head of Saint Mary’s School. An 

installation ceremony is held in the Saint Mary’s Chapel, Tuesday, October 16, with 

Bishop Michael B. Curry presiding. 

 

2014: 

 With support of the William R. Kenan Jr. Charitable Trust, Sarah Graham Kenan Library 

undergoes its first major update since it was built in 1966, creating a fresh, functional, 

welcoming 21st-century learning hub for students. 

 

2016: 

 Saint Mary’s earns its reaccreditation with the Southern Association of Schools and 

Colleges. 

 Head of School Monica M. Gillespie announces the end of her tenure as 13th head of 

school at Saint Mary’s, to be effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year. A Head 

of School Search Committee is established to launch and guide the search for the 14th 

head of Saint Mary’s School. 

 The North Carolina Highway Historical Marker Program bestows and dedicates a new 

historical marker upon Saint Mary’s School, replacing the original 75-year-old marker 

established in 1941. A dedication ceremony is held by the marker on Hillsborough Street, 

May 12, 2016. 

 Saint Mary’s kicks off its 175th year in August with 270 students, including 53 percent 

boarding students and 47 percent day students, hailing from nine states and six nations. 

 

2017: 

 Saint Mary’s marks its 175th anniversary, May 12, celebrating 175 years of continuous 

operation, true to the founder’s original mission and vision. 

 Saint Mary’s launches an athletics hall of fame. 
 

About Saint Mary’s School 

Founded in 1842, Saint Mary's School in Raleigh, North Carolina, is an independent, Episcopal, 

college-preparatory, boarding and day school dedicated to academic excellence and personal 

achievement for girls in grades 9-12. The historic core of the school’s 23-acre campus is listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places and is a stop on the North Carolina Civil War Trails. 

The Saint Mary’s Chapel, designed by Richard Upjohn, is a National Historic Site, and five of 

the school’s 25 buildings are Raleigh Historic Properties. 


