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November 18, 2016

Dear Saint Mary’s School Community,

It is with great enthusiasm that I write to announce the appointment of Brendan J. O’Shea as the next head of Saint Mary’s School.  

Brendan’s appointment represents the culmination of a search process that involved the entire school community over the last eight 
months.  I am so grateful for all of those who participated, and especially our Carney Sandoe search consultants, Marguerite Lloyd 
and Bill Clarkson, and the Head of School Search Committee, chaired by Lane Turner Nash ’72HS ’74C and Marks Arnold.  This 
dedicated group of alumnae, board members, parents, and educators worked tirelessly to identify a worthy successor to Monica 
Gillespie and the ideal candidate to lead our school.  

Brendan may be familiar to many members of the Saint Mary’s community.  He is a native of Baltimore, Maryland, and a graduate 
of the Gilman School and the University of Virginia.  He holds a B.S. in commerce from the McIntire School of Commerce and a 
M.Ed. in administration and supervision from the Curry School of Education.  

He began his educational career at Woodberry Forest School, an all-boys’ boarding school in Virginia.  During his 16-year tenure, 
Brendan served in numerous senior administrative positions, including director of admission; assistant headmaster for admission, 
marketing, and financial aid; and assistant headmaster and dean of academic affairs.  

These positions involved Brendan in virtually every area of school administration.  He directed the school’s daily operations and 
administered its academic program.  He was responsible for hiring faculty members and managing the school’s processes for faculty 
professional development and evaluation.  Brendan’s roles also allowed him to work closely with the school’s Board of Trustees to 
set policy, and to plan for the school’s future.  Perhaps most importantly, Brendan continued to work closely with students, parents, 
and faculty in every position he held.  

In 2004, Brendan was appointed headmaster of Charleston Day School, a co-ed, K-8 school in Charleston, South Carolina.  As 
headmaster, Brendan designed and managed a successful capital campaign that resulted in the construction of the new Student 
Academic Center.  He also led the school through a successful SAIS/SACS accreditation process.  Many members of the Charleston 
Day community have commented that Brendan’s leadership will always be distinguished by the culture of welcome, care, and 
civility that he has fostered.

We were fortunate that the reputation of Saint Mary’s School generated interest from a deep, diverse, and qualified group of 
candidates.  From the scores of applications submitted, the search committee interviewed a host of candidates.  Brendan’s candidacy, 
however, clearly stood out from the rest.  He holds a deep appreciation for and commitment to single-gender and boarding education 
and envisions a compelling future for our school that both honors our traditions and culture and places us on the forefront of modern 
education.  These attributes, and others, left us all with the conclusion that Brendan would be the ideal leader for our school at this 
point in its history.  

Brendan’s tenure will begin on July 1, 2017, and there will be opportunities for you to meet him, his wife Roberta, and their 
daughters, Janie and Frances, in the coming months.  I know you will join me in welcoming them to Saint Mary’s when you get the 
chance.  

Again, I am so appreciative of those who gave generously of their time during this process, and I have great faith in the future of 
Saint Mary’s School under the leadership of Brendan O’Shea. 

Very truly yours,

Ted Bratton. Chairman 
Saint Mary’s Board of Trustees 



November 18, 2016

Dear Members of the Saint Mary’s School Community,

It is an honor and a privilege to accept the offer to join the Saint Mary’s School community as Head of School.  Thank you to the 
members of the Board of Trustees and the Search Committee for the confidence you have expressed in me to lead this historic 
and storied institution.  It will be an exciting time for my family and me, and we look forward to joining the Saint Mary’s team.

Experiences during my 29 years in schools have forged my educational philosophy which is based on three main tenets: education 
is relational, clear expectations and high standards are paramount to developing a cohesive school community, and students tend to 
excel when their learning is relevant.  During my visit to Saint Mary’s last month, the young women with whom I met confirmed 
that these principles are important to them as well.  In addition to the impressive students I encountered, I am attracted to Saint 
Mary’s because of its size, its commitment to the academic and personal development of each young lady on campus, its illustrious 
history and traditions, its loyal and passionate alumnae, its formidable faculty, its Episcopal heritage, and its favorable location in 
the heart of a thriving city.  At Saint Mary’s, each young woman in the student body is known, valued, supported, encouraged and 
empowered.  I am eager to get to know them and their families.  

Saint Mary’s is purposeful, providing a top-notch education while instilling important character traits in the girls it serves.  As one 
of the oldest Episcopal boarding and day schools in the country, Saint Mary’s is uniquely positioned to champion the strengths and 
advantages of an all-girls’ educational experience.  In order to continue advancing the school, the entire Saint Mary’s community 
will need to embrace the challenge of promoting what current students and alumnae know is a transformative experience to a 
broader audience.  Saint Mary’s should be a model for other schools to follow.

I am deeply grateful to the many members of the Saint Mary’s community who devoted countless hours to the search for the next 
head of school.  Their devotion to the school they cherish is palpable.  I look forward to working with such an enthusiastic and 
committed group.  Together, we will ensure Saint Mary’s provides the best possible educational and character-forming experience 
for the girls.  Go Saints!

Warmest regards,

        
 
Brendan J. O’Shea
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OUR MISSION
Saint Mary’s School, a community dedicated to academic excellence 
and personal achievement, prepares young women for college and 
life. To accomplish our mission, Saint Mary’s School

• challenges each young woman to embrace the habits of an intel-
lectual life, engages her with the past and the emerging future, and 
empowers her to serve and shape her world; and

• fosters in each young woman a spirit of connection to others, 
guides her in developing her spiritual and ethical integrity, and pre-
pares her to take responsibility for herself and her future.
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