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for college and life thanks to Saint Mary’s and 
the wide range of academic, social, and service 
experiences it gave her. “Here is where I discovered 
who I was meant to be.”
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Saint Mary’s School has been a leader in the education of young women like Catherine Sugg ’17. Now, more than ever, we need your support 
of the Annual Fund. Please make your gift today and help ensure Saint Mary’s is able to continue providing girls with the scholarship dollars, 
an exceptional academic program, a vibrant learning community, and the technology and campus facilities they need to serve and shape their 
world with courage, confidence, and purpose.

The Saint Mary’s Annual Fund goal for 2017-18 is $1.5 million. Together, we can reach our ultimate goal of raising $2 million each year by 2021, 
and continue to sustain Saint Mary’s 175-year legacy: educated women make a difference.
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As a day student, Catherine took advantage of late afternoon classes, participated in club and organizational 
meetings, worked in the theatre, studied in the library with her friends, and performed a lot of community 
service.  

“It’s the collection of these experiences that gives 
me my self-confidence and has helped me grow as a 
person,” she explains.

Catherine also says the collection of skills she  
mastered at Saint Mary’s couldn’t be learned 
overnight. It is the entire four-year program at Saint 
Mary’s that helps prepare students like her with such 
a strong foundation.

“It took all four years to shape my critical thinking 
skills and develop communication skills, so I could 
speak and write well. Here, I’ve been supported to 
grow and learn; to be able to use those skills later in 
life.”

Catherine’s favorite campus spot has always been 
Bratton Hall. “I love the top floor of Bratton, with 
its big skylights and vaulted ceiling. I found it my 
Freshman year when I enrolled in art class. I’m happy 
to say I was able to take another class as a senior so 
I could enjoy it again.” 

At Saint Mary’s, Catherine also tried a lot of things 
she never thought she’d attempt — like running for 
a position as a class officer. “It lead me to being a 

leader in other ways. I became secretary for the 
International Thespian Society, treasurer for the 
Spanish Club, and a leader of the Quiz Bowl and 
Young Democrats clubs.”

In addition, she is the youngest elected captain of 
her neighborhood precinct, and chair of the Wake 
County Teen Democrats. One of the things she’s 
most enjoyed over her four years at Saint Mary’s has 
been working in the theatre department as “costume 
mistress” for the school’s plays and musicals. “It was 
a behind-the-scenes role, and I used my strong work 
ethic, and my organization and leadership skills to 
help every production be a success.”

Well prepared by Saint Mary’s and armed with the 
self-confidence to try anything, Catherine applied to 
10 major colleges and universities last spring. After 
being offered admission at Washington and Lee, 
William and Mary, Wellesley, and being wait-listed at 
Georgetown’s School of Foreign Service, Catherine 
chose to attend the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill where she enrolled as a freshman last 
fall. We are certain she will build on the interests 
she discovered at Saint Mary’s to make the world a 
better place.

uniqueTHIS IS A

experience,” says Catherine. “As the only all-girls, boarding/day school 
in Raleigh, I think it’s the combination of students, teachers, staff, 
and administration that makes Saint Mary’s so special. I’m part of a 
community that demonstrates girls come first, no matter what. At other 
schools, funding is split, with boys’ sports or clubs usually winning. Here, 
girls are number one, and I feel better prepared because we’re the focus.”
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